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Washington, D.C. – Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) today announced that the extension of unemployment benefits the House passed in June and President Bush signed into law will begin going to recipients in California beginning this week.

“With gas prices, food costs and unemployment on the rise, it’s clear our economy is in trouble and people are feeling squeezed.  I pushed for a temporary extension of unemployment benefits because with so many Californians out of work and struggling with increasing costs, people need help as they try to find a job,” said Rep. McNerney.

The unemployment benefits package will provide up to 13 weeks of extended unemployment benefits to workers in California who have exhausted the 26 weeks of regular unemployment benefits.  The benefits are available now because the Labor Department has reached agreement with the state on the processing of unemployment checks.

The Department of Labor estimates that over 630,000 Californians will be eligible for the extended benefits.

Not only will the extension of benefits provide assistance to out-of-work Californians, but it will also provide a cost-effective and fast-acting way to stimulate the economy because the money is spent quickly, according to the Congressional Budget Office.  According to Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Economy.com, every $1 spent on unemployment benefits generates $1.64 in new economic demand.

Constituents with questions are encouraged to call Congressman McNerney’s Stockton office at 209-476-8552 or Pleasanton office at 925-737-0727.
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